Nrcralaus R Kiesy
(4 . T

Fasrsee Subcemmircy

The Maryland House of Delegates

Artarous, MarYLAND 21401
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-

Febraary 28, 2013

‘The Honorahle Joshua M. Sharfstein. M., Secretary
Deparument of Health & Memal Hygiene

Office of the Secretary

201 West Preston Strect

Baltimore, M1 21201

Dear Sceretary Sharlstein,

We wrile 1@ vou with decp concern aver the enactment, enforcement, and responses (o
official complaints relatcd 10 COMAR 10,1201 Surgical Abortion Facilities

regilarions. enacted last year on July, 23, 2012

It has come to our attention that there are seventeen licensed surgical abertion factlities in
Maryland. IHowever, a simple review of advertised abortion clinics in Maryland reveals
that there are several more that remain unlicensed and in operation.  ls ts being
addressed? Are licensed surgical abortion [acilities being inspected prior o licensure?

On February 7, 2013 a woman died afier a late term abortion at & licensed abortion clinic
in Maryland known as Germantown Reproductive [ealth Services. In the wake of this
tragic evenl it has come 1o our attention thal there was an official complaint [iled against
this fac:lity with the Office of Health Care Quality on Neovember 20, 2012, ‘The
complaint aileges very concerning issues and includes photographic cvidence of
viclations related o COMAR 10.12.01.  Despite being filed last year, Lhis scrious
complaint to the best of our understanding kas yet 1o be investigated and the [acility has
vet 1o be inspected.  Will you please explain what steps, if any, the Office of Health Care
Quality has taken to investigate this official complaint? Additionally, it would be helpful
t¢ understand the review process for complaints of this lype. Please explain the process.
Specifically, if not a patienC’s death, what is the trigger for immediately suspending the
license of a surgical ahortion facility as permitted under COMAR 10.12.01.17, in order 10
protect the public?

President Clinten once ohserved that ahortion must be safe. legal, and rare. While
Maryianderj have different epinions on the larger issue of zbomion, we all agree that a
woman reccfw.in?g one should be protected from unscrupuious doctors as well as unsafe or
.IZU_T-SSI:HIGF_‘_T' ‘l'a.c.'l:lics in vfo.‘alion of state regulations or Jaw. Laws and reguiations zu;: only
clfective if they are enforced. We, the vndersigned, arc extremely concerned about the



The Honorable Joshua M. Sharfswin, M.D.

tesues stated in ths letter and ask for vour urgent review:.
be strong enforcement of Maryland's Surgical Abortion
public health and safety.

Sincerely,
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[t is vitally important that there
Facility rcgulations to protect

7

/%?)/z&:

DLluQ-.ltC Nicholaus Kipke, Rankmg Member

Iouse Health & Governmen

t Operations
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